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Abstract 

This research explored the English as a Foreign Language (EFL) students’ perspectives 

about critical literacy and the possibility of implementing critical literacy practices in 

Indonesian context by revealing the opportunities and challenges. Ten English Education 

students who have taken a critical literacy course at one of the state universities in 

Yogyakarta, Indonesia were involved in this study. Their views related to critical literacy, 

the beneficials and the opportunities of practicing it were gathered through unstructured 

interview methods. The data were analyzed by using inductive content analysis. The results 

of the data analysis revealed that all the participants realized the importance of critical 

literacy in Indonesia toward the enhancement of critical awareness and social justice. The 

finding also holds a firm conviction in its suitability for implementation since the critical 

literacy is a mandate in Pancasila Principle. The students also revealed the little teachers’ 

understanding of critical literacy as the obstacle of implementing critical literacy in 

Indonesia. 
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Abstrak 

Penelitian ini mengeksplorasi perspektif mahasiswa EFL (Bahasa Inggris sebagai 

Bahasa asing) tentang literasi kritis dan kemungkinan penerapan praktik literasi 

kritis dalam konteks Indonesia dengan mengungkap peluang dan tantangannya. 

Penelitian ini melibatkan sepuluh mahasiswa Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris 

yang telah mengambil Mata Kuliah Literasi Kritis di salah satu universitas negeri 

di Yogyakarta, Indonesia. Pengumpulan data didapatkan melalui wawancara 

tidak terstruktur tentang pandangan mereka terhadap literasi kritis, manfaat, 

dan peluang dalam mempraktikkannya. Data dianalisis dengan menggunakan 

analisis isi induktif. Hasil analisis data menunjukkan bahwa semua partisipan 

menyadari pentingnya literasi kritis di Indonesia untuk meningkatkan kesadaran 

kritis dan keadilan sosial. Temuan ini juga menegaskan betapa pentingnya 

mengimplementasikan literasi kritis, yang merupakan pengamalan dari sila-sila 
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Pancasila. Para mahasiswa juga mengungkapkan bahwa kurangnya pemahaman 

guru terhadap literasi kritis menjadi kendala dalam penerapan literasi kritis di 

Indonesia. 

Kata kunci: Literasi Kritis, Mahasiswa EFL, Pendidikan di Indonesia, Persepsi 

Mahasiswa 

 

 

 

A. Indroduction 

Critical literacy in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) context has 

proven to be effective in involving students to be capable of reading, writing, 

thinking and acting in their life.
1,2,3,4

 In the last four decades, critical literacy 

has been researched extensively in varied contexts of schooling, vocational, 

and higher education in Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the United 

States.
5,6

 Critical literacy is constructed to explore individuals, sociopolitical, 

economic, intellectual and to affirm that individual can change society 

through words and actions.
7

 This benefit of critical literacy for language 

learners is not in an alignment with the availability of critical literacy research 

in body knowledge of EFL. There is still a modicum of critical literacy 

research in EFL contexts.
8

 

Teaching critical literacy to the students can make them learn the past 

to build a good society in the future.
9

 The students’ competences in critical 

reading, reflecting on the problem around them and acting for support the 

 
1 Margarita Felipe Fajardo, ‘A Review of Critical Literacy Beliefs and Practices of English 

Language Learners and Teachers’ (Australia, University of Sydney, 2015), 

http://faculty.edfac.usyd.edu.au/projects/usp_in_tesol/pdf/volume10/Article02.pdf. 
2 Gin Gin Gustine, ‘A SURVEY ON CRITICAL LITERACY AS A PEDAGOGICAL 

APPROACH TO TEACHING ENGLISH IN INDONESIA’, Indonesian Journal of Applied Linguistics 7, 

no. 3 (31 January 2018): 531–37, https://doi.org/10.17509/ijal.v7i3.9798. 
3 Endang Setyaningsih, ‘Bringing Critical Literacy into Tertiary EFL Reading Class’, Indonesian 

Journal of Applied Linguistics 9, no. 2 (30 September 2019): 297–307, 

https://doi.org/10.17509/ijal.v9i2.20220. 
4 Bui Thuy, “Critical Literacy in an EFL Classroom in Vietnam : Agentive Empowerment, 

Ideological and Language Transformations,” The Journal of AsiaTEFL 13, no. 4 (December 1, 2016): 247–

61, https://doi.org/10.18823/asiatefl.2016.13.4.1.247. 
5 Margarita Felipe Fajardo, ‘A Review of Critical Literacy Beliefs and Practices of English 

Language Learners and Teachers’. University of Sydney Papaers in TESOL, no. 10 (August, 2015) 
6 Guangtian Zhang, ‘Learning Critical Literacy in ESL Classrooms’, Creative Education 6, no. 12 

(3 July 2015): 1316–21, https://doi.org/10.4236/ce.2015.612131. 
7 Lina Bell Soares and Karen Wood, ‘A Critical Literacy Perspective for Teaching and Learning 

Social Studies’, The Reading Teacher 63, no. 6 (1 March 2010): 486–94, https://doi.org/10.1598/RT.63.6.5. 
8 Tsung-han Weng, “Creating Critical Literacy Praxis: Bridging the Gap between Theory and 

Practice,” RELC Journal 54, no. 1 (April 1, 2021): 197–207, https://doi.org/10.1177/0033688220982665. 
9 Lina Bell Soares and Karen Wood, “A Critical Literacy Perspective for Teaching and Learning 

Social Studies.” The Reading Teacher 63, no. 6 (March 1, 2010): 486–94, 

https://doi.org/10.1598/RT.63.6.5. 
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social justice will be developed in critical literacy approach. In critical literacy 

the learners are not seen as the vessel into which the teachers pour their 

knowledge. However, the teachers provide the students with opportunities 

to actively acquire the knowledge through dialogue, contemplation and 

action. Furthermore, it would need to involve the students in the analysis, 

shaping, and reconstruction of learning materials for acting upon the world 

and going beyond the development of specific skills. The learning materials 

can be novels, poetry, stories, news, songs, dialogues, films, images, etc. As 

a result, the students are involved in critical literacy activities that enhance 

their capacity to read, to write, and to act in this world. 

Besides, Critical literacy also gives immerse impact on the education 

field, it allows the students to recognize the issues of power and inequality 

through a critical view
10

 but for applying critical literacy in the classroom it 

is challenging.
11

 The low level of students’ critical literacy skills, the lack of 

teachers’ knowledge,
12,13,14

 the lack of specific instructions,
15,16

 unsupported 

teaching facilities
17

 and the textbook are the concrete example of challenges 

in applying critical literacy.
18

 Hence, there is need for educators or experts 

who yearn to critical literacies for engaging critical literacy in Indonesian 

education program, so the teachers in Indonesia can employ it in their 

classroom with the practical steps as the guidance. 

 
10 Bogum Yoon, Critical Literacies, 2016, https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-287-

943-1. 
11 Ari Setyorini, ‘The Practice of Critical Literacy Teaching in EFL Classroom: A Case Study in 

a Reading Class in Indonesian Higher Education’, 2024, 35–40, 

https://www.scitepress.org/Link.aspx?doi=10.5220/0007161600350040. 
12 Raden Aulia Utami Hidayat, Gin Gin Gustine, and Sri Setyarini, ‘Critical Literacy Strategy and 

Challenges: Voice from a High School EFL Teacher’, Jurnal Penelitian Pendidikan 20, no. 3 (31 December 

2020): 315–24, https://doi.org/10.17509/jpp.v20i3.25399. 
13 Gin Gin Gustine, ‘A SURVEY ON CRITICAL LITERACY AS A PEDAGOGICAL 

APPROACH TO TEACHING ENGLISH IN INDONESIA’. Indonesian Journal of Applied Linguistics 3, 

no 3 (January 21, 2018): 531-537. 
14 Raden Aulia Utami Hidayat, ‘An Inquiry Study on Teachers’ Beliefs and Knowledge of Critical 

Literacy Pedagogy in Indonesia Context’ (Twelfth Conference on Applied Linguistics (CONAPLIN 2019), 

Atlantis Press, 2020), 155–59, https://doi.org/10.2991/assehr.k.200406.031. 
15 Emmas Mas Pupah, ‘Critical Literacy Practice for EFL Reading Classroom’, JOURNAL OF 

LITERATURE LANGUAGE AND ACADEMIC STUDIES 2, no. 03 (25 December 2023): 92–97. 

https://doi.org/10.56855/v2i03.852 
16 Joshua Kunnath and Arika Jackson, ‘Developing Student Critical Consciousness: Twitter as a 

Tool to Apply Critical Literacy in the English Classroom’, Journal of Media Literacy Education 11, no. 1 

(15 April 2019): 52–74, https://doi.org/10.23860/JMLE-2019-11-1-3. 
17 Julie Chuah Suan Chooa and Manjet Kaur Mehar Singha, ‘Enhancing Critical Literacy in 

Writing by Employing Media in Explicit Instructional Approaches’, Procedia - Social and Behavioral 

Sciences, The 2nd International Conference on Education and Educational Psychology 2011, 29 (1 January 

2011): 1409–17, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2011.11.380. 
18 Anitha Thalib Mbau and Bambang Sugeng, ‘Critical Literacy for ELT in Indonesia: What EFL 

Teachers Should Be Aware Of’, Journal of English Language Teaching and Linguistics 4, no. 2 (29 August 

2019): 143–56, https://doi.org/10.21462/jeltl.v4i2.255. 
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The critical literacy program is relevant to Indonesian context which 

claims to be a democratic country. Indonesia’s demographic comprises of 

separated thousands of islands, hundreds of ethnic and local languages, and 

around 270 million populations, therefore critical literacy brings an 

important role in nourishing democracy in the classroom. Moreover, based 

on the social and political situation in Indonesia, the information related to 

political leaders and their movements were published daily. Some people or 

students perceive that information as the truth without any further 

investigation. Then, critical literacy is a need, because it guides students to 

think about the ideologies and consequences behind the choices to voice and 

silent.
19

 It is important in almost every aspect of life, not only for the social 

and political aspect but also for education aspect. Indonesia must accelerate 

its development and effectively equip students with critical literacy skills in 

order to address future challenges.
20

 

In critical literacy education, the goal is one step ahead. Both educators 

and learners engaged in begin thinking from a wider and more critical 

perspective
21,22

; in particular, when the students read something, they should 

be able to question whose voice is heard, why this text is written that way 

and who benefits, how this text is trying to position the readers.
23

 The critical 

literacy also shifts the social effects of students who learn that approach. The 

essence of critical literacy is aware of injustice and do action for taking social 

 
19 Lina Sun, ‘Words & Actions: An EFL Teacher’s Critical Literacy Goals & Their Enactment in 

a Reading Class in China’, Multicultural Education 26 (2019): 10–16. 
20 Nais Saraswati, ‘Critical Literacy in Indonesian EFL Reading Materials’, LINGUA: Jurnal 

Bahasa Dan Sastra 20, no. 2 (28 December 2020): 125–30. 
21 Mitzi Lewison, Amy Seely Flint, and Katie Van Sluys, ‘Taking on Critical Literacy: The Journey 

of Newcomers and Novices’, Language Arts 79, no. 5 (2002): 382–92. 
22 Charity T. Gordon, ‘Trusting Students’ Voices in Critical English Education’, Journal of 

Language and Literacy Education 15, no. 1 (16 April 2019): 1–32. 
23 Hilary Janks, ‘Doing Critical Literacy’, in Global Conversations in Literacy Research 

(Routledge, 2017). 
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justice.
24,25,26,27,28,29 

Although applying critical literacy in Indonesian education 

context has much importance but it has challenges and consequences for the 

educators to practice it.
 

The studies of critical literacy in Indonesian education are relatively 

new. The previous research conducted by 
30

 found that the teachers in various 

school level have a limited knowledge related to critical literacy. However, 

these teachers expected the critical literacy could be practiced in Indonesian 

education. They saw critical literacy can increase the students’ ability to 

questioning and examine the text. Furthermore, Diani and Yusuf,
31

 also study 

about teachers’ perspective of critical literacy in EFL classroom. The result of 

that study is similar with what Hidayat has done. Since both of those 

researches examined the teachers’ views who have been studied critical 

literacy, this study investigates the perspectives of students who have been 

trained with critical literacy in formal education. The outcomes of this 

research would be beneficial for the body of knowledge in critical literacy 

study because the participants already knew the critical literacy is. Through 

this research, the evidences and the students’ perspectives of critical literacy 

implementation are discovered. This study’s aim to reveal students’ view 

about the possibilities and challenges of practicing critical literacy in 

Indonesia. 

  

 
24 Maureen McLaughlin and Glenn DeVoogd, ‘Critical Literacy as Comprehension: Expanding 

Reader Response’, Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy 48, no. 1 (2004): 52–62, 

https://doi.org/10.1598/JAAL.48.1.5. 

Nathaly S. Batista-Morales, Cori Salmerón, and Samuel DeJulio, ‘Their Words, Their Worlds: 

Critical Literacy in Bilingual Spaces’, Bilingual Research Journal, 2 October 2019, 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15235882.2019.1675804.25 {Citation} 
26 HyeKyoung Lee, ‘Changing the World through the Word: Developing Critical Consciousness 

Through Multicultural Children’s Literature with Critical Literacy in an Elementary Classroom’, 2017, 

https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Changing-the-World-through-the-Word%3A-Developing-in-

Lee/06603243da5578fe4d1aaf9fade355a8ea2d6d20. 
27 JuliAnna Avila and Michael Moore, ‘Critical Literacy, Digital Literacies, and Common Core 

State Standards: A Workable Union?’, Theory into Practice 51, no. 1 (2012): 27–33. 
28 Glynda A. Hull, Amy Stornaiuolo, and Urvashi Sahni, ‘Cultural Citizenship and Cosmopolitan 

Practice: Global Youth Communicate Online’, English Education 42, no. 4 (2010): 331–67. 
29 Rawia Hayik, ‘My Critical Literacy Journey in a Middle Eastern EFL Classroom: Insights and 

Challenges’, in Critical Literacy Practice: Applications of Critical Theory in Diverse Settings, ed. Bogum 

Yoon and Rukhsar Sharif (Singapore: Springer, 2015), 95–109, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-287-567-

9_7; Rawia Hayik, ‘What Does This Story Say About Females?’, Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy 

59, no. 4 (2016): 409–19, https://doi.org/10.1002/jaal.468. 
30 Raden Aulia Utami Hidayat, “An Inquiry Study on Teachers’ Beliefs and Knowledge of Critical 

Literacy Pedagogy in Indonesia Context” (Atlantis Press, 2020), 155–59, 

https://doi.org/10.2991/assehr.k.200406.031. 
31 Winda Diani and Fazri Nur Yusuf, ‘CRITICAL LITERACY IN EFL CLASSROOMS: VOICES 

FROM TEACHERS IN A RURAL SCHOOL’, Proceedings of International Conference on Education 1, 

no. 1 (30 April 2023), https://doi.org/10.32672/pice.v1i1.371. 



English as a Foreign Language (EFL) Students’ Perception of Critical Literacy in 

Indonesian Context 

Emmas Mas Pupah, Nisa Syuhda
 

6   
 
 

Edulab: Majalah Ilmiah Laboratorium Pendidikan, Vol. 9, No. 1, Juni 2024/1445    E-ISSN: 2527-7200 

B. Method 

To investigate the students’ perspectives about the needs of 

implementing critical literacy in Indonesian context, the qualitative research 

design is utilized in this research. Qualitative research is usually applied for 

understanding a social reality
32

 and mostly involving special participants. 

Since this research design focuses on studying social phenomena, voice and 

feelings of the participants as the aim.
33

 Therefore, the qualitative design is 

employed to investigate the learners' view of critical literacy applications. 

The participants of the research were chosen based on purposive 

sampling. The master students who took critical literacy course in their 

academic study are the participants of this research. They were deliberately 

chosen as the researcher’ consideration that they would be able to provide 

the richest data on this research. Purposive sampling is referred to selecting 

specific participants to answer the research questions.
34

 Ten students 

majoring English education, at one of state university in Yogyakarta, 

Indonesia were interviewed. These students were, therefore, free to decide if 

they wanted to join in this study. These students were chosen because they 

have taken critical literacy course. Their knowledge about critical literacy 

might provide some information to respond to the research questions of this 

recent study. Before the researchers collecting the data, the researchers 

informed that any information on research data would be kept confidentially. 

To investigate students' knowledge of critical literacy and their 

perspective related to the application of critical literacy in Indonesia, the 

open-ended questions are asked to the students. The open-ended questions 

are comprised of two parts. The first part is related to the participants’ 

perspectives about the implementation of critical literacy in Indonesia. The 

second section is about the students’ views about how the opportunities and 

challenges of implementing critical literacy in Indonesian school. The 

students’ experiences and also their knowledge related to the critical literacy 

in their course will be beneficial to find out. Since they already knew the 

critical literacy principles and they also recognized the education atmosphere 

in Indonesia. 

 
32 Yan Zhang and Barbara M. Wildemuth, ‘Qualitative Analysis of Content By’, Human Brain 

Mapping 30, no. 7 (2005): 2197–2206, https://doi.org/10.1002/hbm.20661. 
33 Marguerite G. Lodico, Dean T. Spaulding, and Katherine H. Voegtle, Methods in Educational 

Research (San Francisco, California: Jossey-Bass A Wiley Imprint, 2006). 
34 Applications of Social Research Methods to Questions in Informationand Library Science, 2e 

édition (Santa Barbara, California: Libraries Unlimited, 2017), 

https://go.openathens.net/redirector/umoncton.ca?url=http%3A%2F%2Febookcentral.proquest.com%2Fli

b%2Fumoncton-ebooks%2Fdetail.action%3FdocID%3D4743711. 
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The researchers applied conventional qualitative analysis of content, 

in which coding categories are gained inductively and directly from the raw 

data. There are eight steps in analyzing data by using inductive content 

analysis.
35

 First, prepare the data. The data were in form of interview 

transcript. Second, in this step the basic interview transcript is classified 

before they are coded into some unit. Third, develop categories and a coding 

scheme. The data are coded based on the research questions. Fourth is the 

test coding scheme on a sample of data through coding sample data, checking 

coding consistency, and revising the coding rule. The fifth is code all the data. 

After all the data are sufficient consistent, the data are coded repeatedly. 

Next, the sixth step is to assess coding consistency. After coding the entire 

data set, the researchers rechecked the consistency of the coding result. The 

seventh, drawing conclusion from the coded data, in this step the theme or 

categories identified, are inferenced and presented with the meaning. The 

last step is to report methods and findings of the research. 

C. Result and Discussion 

After analyzing all the data, it was found that the students who took 

critical literacy course in their master degree viewed the critical literacy is for 

fostering awareness and more importantly it increasing to do the action for 

support the social justice. Furthermore, the students also realized that critical 

literacy has a huge opportunity to be applied in Indonesian education. As 

critical literacy was mandated in Pancasila principle number 5. The principle 

of Pancasila is manual for all the Indonesia rules. The Pancasila also can be a 

basic orientation for regulating the Indonesian education. Another result also 

found that the students highlighted the lack of Indonesian teachers’ 

knowledge of the importance critical literacy and the limited teachers’ role in 

implementing it effectively. 

Critical Literacy to Foster Awareness and to Do Action for Supporting 

Social Justice  

The students completely agreed on the establishment of critical 

literacy in Indonesian education. The students’ agreement is around the 

belief that critical literacy is an essential resource for enhancing awareness, 

understanding the crucial issues, and doing action on social justice. The data 

analysis revealed that critical literacy enables students to develop the abilities 

necessary for understanding justice, impartiality, as well as appreciating 

global and various perspectives. As shown by the participants 3, when the 

 
35 Kristina N. Spurgin and Barbara M. Wildemuth. Content Analysis in Application of Social 

Research Methods to Questions in Information and Library Science. Santa Barbara, California: Librarries 

Unlimited. 2016). 
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participants were asked about their agreement in practicing critical literacy 

in their teaching and in Indonesian education, the participant answered 

“Absolutely agree. We need students who have competencies to act for equity, equality, 

and social justice and master global and multicultural perspectives”. It is implied that 

the students who learned critical literacy in their classroom must be 

understood the essence of critical literacy. The primary goal of critical literacy 

is to inspire the students learning and acting for more equitable society. 

Critical literacy in the language classroom goes beyond simple reading and 

writing skills.
36

 It entails a thorough awareness of how knowledge is formed 

and how language usage is intertwined with power dynamics.
37

 Critical 

literacy is considered a social practice
38

 and the main dimension of it is taking 

and promoting social justice.
39

 

The majority of participant indicated that the significance of critical 

literacy in opposing the traditional definition of literacy as simply reading and 

writing. They suggested that critical literacy encourages the learners who 

study critical literacy to extend their perspectives, appreciate the cultural 

diversity and think critically about societal issues. It empowers the learners 

to have their own voices
40

 and critical awareness for the world.
41

 More 

importantly, critical literacy enables the learners to navigate and to respond 

effectively to their environment because language and literacy education can 

disrupt power relations, critique texts and help the learners construct critical 

texts to find the truth and establish social justice.
4243

 

In this case, one participant said “I do agree that critical literacy is 

implemented in Indonesian schools, so that the practice of literacy at school is no taken 

for granted as a practice of reading and writing. By having this critical literacy at 

school, students will be able to broader their views and understanding. Especially, they 

will be more respectful to any difference they might meet in their surroundings. It is 

 
36 Endang Setyaningsih, “Bringing Critical Literacy into Tertiary EFL Reading Class.” Indonesian 

Journal of Applied Linguistics 9, no 2 (September 30, 2019): 297-307, doi:10.17509/ijal.v9i2.20220 . 
37 Lina Sun, “Words & Actions an EFL Teacher's Critical Literact Goals and Their Enactment in 

A Reading Class in China” Multicultural Education 26, no 3-4 (2019): 10-16. 
38 Weng, “Creating Critical Literacy Praxis: Bridging the Gap between Theory and Practice. ” 

RELC Journal 54, no 1 (April 1, 2021):1-11, https://doi.org/10.1177/0033688220982665 
39 Mitzi Lewison, Amy Seely Flint, and Katie Van Sluys, “Taking on Critical Literacy: The 

Journey of Newcomers and Novices,” Language Arts 79, no. 5 (2002): 382–92.   
40 Margaret Keneman, ‘Empowering the Foreign Language Learner through Critical Literacies 

Development’, Journal of Language and Literacy Education 12, no. 2 (2016): 84–99. 
41 Halimah, Sumiyadi, Yeti Mulyati and Vismaia S. Damaianti, “Critical Literacy Approach in the 

Teaching of Literary Appreciation Using Indonesian Short Stories,” Indonesian Journal of Applied 

Linguistics 10, no. 1 (May 31, 2020): 84–94, https://doi.org/10.17509/ijal.v10i1.24992. 
42 Gin Gustine, “Critical Literacy in an Indonesian EFL Setting: Sustaining Professional Learning” 

(Dissertation, Deakin University. 2014). 
43 Allan Luke, ‘Critical Literacy in Australia: A Matter of Context and Standpoint’, Journal of 

Adolescent & Adult Literacy 43, no. 5 (2000): 448–61. 
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highlighted here, because Indonesia has various cultures; then we need to be able to 

appreciate and embrace it.” This view surfaced mainly in relation to emphasize 

the learners’ understanding of Indonesia’s multicultural background, as well 

as the need of learners developing a respectful attitude toward cultural 

diversity. A number of the participants reported that including critical literacy 

into the Indonesian educational curriculum will better prepare the learners 

for successfully understanding the complexity of world around them. The 

young Indonesian learners are the future of Indonesia generation who have 

to aware of their environments. The learners’ differences should have a place 

in the classroom as a source of learning.
44

 The various culture in Indonesia is 

a potential material for the teachers to be used in their classroom. These 

diversities don’t make the differences but create a consciousness. The 

learners can use their diverse background, language or experiences as a 

reflection that they lived in multicultural society and give values for them to 

be familiar with the issues around them.
45

 

All of the students agreed that critical literacy effects to learners’ 

perspectives. It is critical to make the learners being the decision makers for 

against injustice in the society. This students’ rational is not impossible, 

since several studies in Indonesia have been practiced such as critical literacy 

practice-based approach in EFL secondary school by.
46

 Moreover,
47

 also 

applied critical literacy in reading classroom for university students. This 

result further supports the idea of employing critical literacy to the 

mainstream curriculum. 

Critical Literacy as a Mandate in five of Pancasila Principle 

The opportunities of practicing critical literacy in all Indonesian school 

showed the positives responses from all the participants. All the participants 

shared the same opinions that critical literacy could be applied in Indonesia. 

Since there is the integration of critical literacy within Indonesia’s principles 

of Pancasila. The participant suggested that critical literacy was established 

with Pancasila principle number 5, which promotes social justice and 

equality. As one of the participants said “Critical literacy is mandated in Pancasila 

Principle 5. We don't start from scratch since we've already had the basis. As long as 

 
44 Bogum Yoon and Rukhsar Sharif, Critical Literacy Practice, 2015, 

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-287-567-9. 
45 Kasey R. Larson, ‘CRITICAL PEDAGOGY(IES) FOR ELT IN INDONESIA’, TEFLIN 

Journal 25, no. 1 (1 January 2014): 122–38, https://doi.org/10.15639/teflinjournal.v25i1/122-138. 
46 Gin Gin Gustine, “Designing and Implementing a Critical Literacy-Based Approach in an 

Indonesian EFL Secondary School,” 2013, https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Designing-and-

implementing-a-critical-approach-in-Gustine/ae890471ec1d68203de5ff86aab3e1257032daf5. 
47 Setyaningsih, ‘Bringing Critical Literacy into Tertiary EFL Reading Class'. Indonesian Journal 

of Applied Linguistics 9, no. 2 (30 September 2019): 297-307.https://doi.org/10.17509/ijal.v9i2.20220.  
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the teachers and school community have the awareness of its importance, its 

implementation should be possible”. This result reflects that of 
48

 who also stated 

that critical literacy is relevant to Indonesia’s principle of Pancasila, there are 

Just and Civilized Humanity (Kemanusiaan yang Adil dan Beradab) and social 

justice for all the people of Indonesia (keadilan sosial bagi seluruh rakyat 

Indonesia). 

It was obvious that the practicing critical literacy should be have a 

great opportunity to be applied in Indonesian education contexts. Following 

the fact that national principle has the integration with critical literacy’s aim 

to against injustice and inequality. When the learners are studying critical 

literacy, they will be perceived that they are a person or a citizen who are 

understand of the social issues around them.
49

 However, the implementation 

of critical literacy needed supports from government in term of policies, 

regulations, school rules, and social empowerment activities in promoting 

critical literacy in the educational system. This is in agreement with that 

obtained by Novianti that one significant resource to design and to practice 

critical literacy in the EFL classroom is curriculum.
50

 The curriculum standard 

in the EFL classroom is not explicitly embedded critical literacy.
51

 Critical 

literacy is commonly substituted as complementary item in the existing 

materials. Hence, the teacher can only integrate it into course unit
52,53

 or as 

extracurricular activity.
54

 Subsequently, providing the new learning theory 

and practice in national policy needs all stakeholders to be involved. 

The participant also revealed the possibility of bringing critical literacy 

into all elements of teaching and learning throughout all educational courses. 

They argued for critical literacy to be integrated into curriculum’s concepts, 

 
48 Gustine, ‘Critical Literacy in an Indonesian EFL Setting: Sustaining Professional Learning” 

(Dissertation, Deakin University. 2014)'. 
49 Zhang, ‘Learning Critical Literacy in ESL Classrooms’, Creative Education 6, no. 12 (3 July 

2015): 1316–21, https://doi.org/10.4236/ce.2015.612131. 
50 Nita Novianti, Angela Thomas, and Vinh To, ‘Addressing Challenges in the Practice of Critical 

Literacy in EFL Classrooms: A New Framework’, Indonesian Journal of Applied Linguistics 10, no. 1 (31 

May 2020): 206–17, https://doi.org/10.17509/ijal.v10i1.25049. 
51 Seonmin Huh, ‘Instructional Model of Critical Literacy in an EFL Context: Balancing 

Conventional and Critical Literacy’, Critical Inquiry in Language Studies 13, no. 3 (2 July 2016): 210–35, 

https://doi.org/10.1080/15427587.2016.1154445; Ali Rahimi and Rouhollah Askari Bigdeli, ‘Why Does 

Critical Literacy Hit a Snag in the Iranian EFL Setting?’, Colombian Applied Linguistics Journal, 21 

January 2015, 53–63, https://doi.org/10.14483/udistrital.jour.calj.2015.1.a04. 
52 Maria Catalina Gómez Jiménez and Claudia Patricia Gutierrez, ‘Engaging English as a Foreign 

Language Students in Critical Literacy Practices: The Case of a Teacher at a Private University’, Profile: 

Issues in Teachers’ Professional Development 21, no. 1 (1 January 2019): 91–105, 

https://doi.org/10.15446/profile.v21n1.71378. 
53 Gin Gin Gustine, “A SURVEY ON CRITICAL LITERACY AS A PEDAGOGICAL 

APPROACH TO TEACHING ENGLISH IN INDONESIA,” Indonesian Journal of Applied Linguistics 7, 

no. 3 (January 31, 2018): 531–37, https://doi.org/10.17509/ijal.v7i3.9798.” 
54 Hyesun Cho, ‘Enacting Critical Literacy: The Case of a Language Minority Preservice Teacher’, 

Curriculum Inquiry 44, no. 5 (2014): 677–99, https://doi.org/10.1111/curi.12066. 
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content, procedures, and learning outcomes. Talking about this issue one 

interviewee responded “I think critical Literacy will have great opportunities to be 

integrated in the teaching and learning for all subjects at school. It can be as theme, 

content, process or the product of learning”. Subject that proper to be applied 

critical literacy is social studies, as previous studies have implemented it such 

as.
55,56,57,58

 The critical literacy can be included as the learning materials, 

activities or even learning outcomes.
59

 

Critical Literacy Need to be Promoted to The Teachers 

The perspectives of the participants highlighted the complex and 

interconnected challenges of applying critical literacy in Indonesia. These 

challenges included teacher’s preparedness and curriculum alignment. 

However, the majority of the participants commented that the most 

challenging of applying critical literacy in Indonesia is the limited knowledge 

among teachers. They indicated the need of enhancing teachers’ awareness 

of the importance of critical literacy and their role in implementing it 

effectively. For example, an interviewee stated that “The challenge will be from 

the teachers. How to make teachers consider the importance of critical Literacy and 

their roles to implement it. We must make the teacher realize it. Educate the teacher 

to be critically literate first is also needed”. The participants see the teachers’ less 

knowledge as the significant challenges in practicing critical literacy. They 

argued that teachers must be trained to be critically literate before they can 

effectively teach critical literacy skills to the students. It is encouraging to 

compare this result with that found by Hidayat et.al. that the teachers still 

have a lack of knowledge about critical literacy. This includes addressing 

 
55 Mary Dougherty, ‘Representation of Historical Events within Social Studies Textbooks Using 

Critical Literacy to Enhance the Social Studies Classroom’, Education Masters, 1 August 2012, 

https://fisherpub.sjf.edu/education_ETD_masters/225. 
56 Alysha Meloche, Vera J. Lee, Allen Grant, Delia Neuman, and Mary J. DeCarlo, “Critical 

Literacy as a Lens for Students’ Evaluation of Sources in an AP World History Class,” The Social Studies, 

July 3, 2020, https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00377996.2020.1727828. 
57 Soares Lina Bell  and Karen Wood, “A Critical Literacy Perspective for Teaching and Learning 

Social Studies.” The Reading Teacher 63, no. 6 (March 1, 2010): 486–94, 

https://doi.org/10.1598/RT.63.6.5. 
58 Jessica Stenshorn, ‘Encouraging Students to Become Critical Thinkers: Using Critical Literacy 

and Young Adult Novels in the Social Studies Classroom’, Education Masters, 1 December 2011, 

https://fisherpub.sjf.edu/education_ETD_masters/198. 
59 Nasser Rashidi and Faeze Safari, ‘A Model for EFL Materials Development within the 

Framework of Critical Pedagogy (CP)’, English Language Teaching 4, no. 2 (1 June 2011): p250, 

https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v4n2p250. 
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knowledge gaps in teachers as a reduction misconception that may occur as 

a result of incorrectly applied critical literacy programs.
60,61,62,63 

The ability of how the teachers know about definition of critical 

literacy and how to addressing it into learning effects to the misconception 

of learning results. Another interviewee, when they asked about the 

challenges of implementing critical literacy in Indonesian context, said “The 

issue is in the teachers' awareness and ability to teach it. If it's wrongly implemented, 

people would get a wrong idea that critical literacy teaches students to be rebellious 

and disobey orders”. This perspective appeared because of one-dimension 

critical literacy is disrupting the commonplace,
64

 it concerned with asking the 

common perspectives such as habits, stereotypes or even society believe 

through critical lenses. However, critical literacy does not inherently make 

the learners into disobedient or rebellious people. Rather, critical literacy 

encourages the development of ability to analyze, question, and think 

critically.
65,66

 In order to understand power dynamics, prejudices, and 

assumptions, critical literacy encourages the students to critically analyze 

texts, media and social structures. 

These findings may provide some implication for developing critical 

literacy in Indonesian education context. The practice of critical literacy could 

be applied in all school level
67  and all students’ level.

68

 Since the research on 

critical literacy in the EFL field is relatively scanty, this recent study is 

expected to add knowledge of the students view about the critical literacy 

practices in Indonesian classroom. However, this research only gathering the 

data from a limited group of students in an Indonesian university, the longer 

 
60 Raden Aulia Utami Hidayat, Gin Gin Gustine, and Sri Setyarini, “Critical Literacy Strategy and 

Challenges: Voice from a High School EFL Teacher,” Jurnal Penelitian Pendidikan 20, no. 3 (December 

31, 2020): 315–24, https://doi.org/10.17509/jpp.v20i3.25399. 
61 Gin Gin Gustine, “A SURVEY ON CRITICAL LITERACY AS A PEDAGOGICAL 

APPROACH TO TEACHING ENGLISH IN INDONESIA,” Indonesian Journal of Applied Linguistics 7, 

no. 3 (January 31, 2018): 531–37, https://doi.org/10.17509/ijal.v7i3.9798. 
62 Raden Aulia Utami Hidayat, “An Inquiry Study on Teachers’ Beliefs and Knowledge of Critical 

Literacy Pedagogy in Indonesia Context” (Atlantis Press, 2020), 155–59, 

https://doi.org/10.2991/assehr.k.200406.031.  
63 Winda Diani and Fazri Nur Yusuf, “CRITICAL LITERACY IN EFL CLASSROOMS: VOICES 

FROM TEACHERS IN A RURAL SCHOOL,” Proceedings of International Conference on Education 1, 

no. 1 (April 30, 2023), https://doi.org/10.32672/pice.v1i1.371. 
64 Mitzi Lewison, Amy Seely Flint, and Katie Van Sluys, “Taking on Critical Literacy: The 

Journey of Newcomers and Novices,” Language Arts 79, no. 5 (2002): 382–92. 
65 Peter Freebody and Allan Luke, ‘Literacies Programs: Debates and Demands in Cultural 

Context’, Prospect: An Australian Journal of TESOL 5, no. 3 (1 May 1990): 7–16. 
66 Hilary Janks, ‘Domination, Access, Diversity and Design: A Synthesis for Critical Literacy 

Education’, Educational Review 52, no. 2 (1 June 2000): 175–86, https://doi.org/10.1080/713664035. 
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study with more participants from around Indonesia would be beneficial to 

plan a better program for increasing literacy program for future Indonesian 

education. 

D. Conclusion 

Despite growing critical literacy practice in education has been 

improved successful to support students view of text and built their 

multicultural perspectives to do action and to promote social justice. In 

Indonesian context, practice of critical literacy is still limited. The practice of 

it mostly found in university students in reading class. This recent research 

examined the students who take critical literacy course about their 

perspectives related to the definition of critical literacy for them and their 

view about the possibilities and challenges of implementation of critical 

literacy practice in Indonesian classes. 

They also agreed critical literacy is appropriate to be integrated into 

curriculum and school practices. The rationale for implementing critical 

literacy in Indonesia because the essences of critical literacy aspects are 

relevant with Indonesia national principle (Pancasila) there are there is 

fairness to all humanity, democracy led by the inner wisdom of deliberations 

of justice and social justice for all Indonesia citizens. Moreover, the 

interviewee highlighted the limited knowledge among teachers regarding 

critical literacy. The insufficient training of teachers in critical literacy 

principles undermines the successful implementation of critical literacy 

initiatives in Indonesian schools. Our finding can only represent several 

students' voices about critical literacy in a university. For the future study, 

the more participants can enrich the data, so the comprehensive study 

involving students in all regions of Indonesia might add the contribution of 

the body of knowledge in critical literacy study. 
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