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Waves of Religious Extremism and the Polarization

of Youth: A Case Study of Libya

The study dealt with extremist religious currents to attract young people into
Libyan society through the framework of functional analysis, which resulted
in the presence of dysfunction in society. This study sheds light on the
relationship between Libyan youth and religious extremism in the context of
the Arab Spring, meaning the political transition after the fall of Muammar
Gaddafi’s regime in 2011. Some trends are changing, resulting in the
emergence of extremist religious currents. It can be concluded from this study
that the problem of extremism is due to the existence of a cultural conflict
and a cultural gap between two generations. This gap is the reason for
creating the psychological, intellectual, political, and ideological divergence
of the young generation from the adult generation.

Keywords: Arab Spring; Libyan Youth; Extremism; Polarization.
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‘Jihadiyyun’ Yugqatilin Ma‘a Haftar Bi Tamwil Wa Fatawa
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% Reinhard Schulze, A Modern History of the Islamic
World, trans. Azizeh Azodi (London & New York: I.B.Tauris
Publishers, 2000); Asef Bayat, “The Coming of a Post-
Islamist Society,” Critique: Critical Middle Eastern Studies 5,
no. 9 (September 1, 1996): 43-52; A. Bayat, “What Is Post-
Islamism?,” ISIM Review 16, no. 1 (2005): 5; Asef Bayat, ed.,
Post-Islamism: The Changing Faces of Political Islam (Oxford
University Press, 2013), 3-32.
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