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Sufism is accused of being a 'virus' that hinders progress and causes the 

Muslim world to lag in the arena of modern civilization. Sufism teachings 

and doctrines are considered irrelevant to the spirit of the global era and 

modernism. Likewise, puritan Islamic groups regard Sufism as a heresy 

and misleading superstition, as we have seen recently with the emergence 

of radical-puritan/salafi-Salafi-Wahabic groups. Sufism and Civilization. 

The two fields seem to be separate. Sufism is often perceived as an 

individual inner world, an ascetic activity that is super closed close 

material world. While civilization is something that requires the 

manifestation of progress, both physical and non-physical. Can the two of 

them meet, how is the relationship between the two, negate or affirm, if 

the answer is positive and affirmative, we can trace the relationship 

between Sufism and civilization from the relationship between Islam and 

civilization. Judging from the type of research, this research is included in 

qualitative research. It is said to be qualitative because this research 

emphasizes more on presenting the existing data descriptively. The results 

of this study explain that the important role of Sufism is awaited again to 

restore the glory of Islamic civilization, especially in Southeast Asia, in the 

mamidative views of some Muslims towards Sufism. Sufism is actually 

the of Islam being able to enter from various fields iing health, peace, 

economics, social, politics and culture. 
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Tasawuf dituduh sebagai ‘virus’ yang menghambat kemajuan dan menyebabkan 

ketertinggalan dunia muslim dalam kancah peradaban modern. Ajaran dan 

doktrin-doktrin tasawuf dianggap tidak relevan dengan spirit era global dan 

modernisme.  Begitupun, kelompok-kelompok Islam puritan menganggap 

tasawuf sebagai bid’ah dan khurafat yang menyesatkan, seperti kita lihat akhir-

akhir ini dengan kemunculan kelompok Islam radikal-puritan/salafi-wahabi. 

Tasawuf dan Peradaban. Dua bidang seolah terpisah. Tasawuf sering dipresepsi 

sebagai dunia batin bersifat individual, suatu kegiatan asketis super tertutup 

terhadap dunia materi. Sedang peradaban adalah sesuatu yang syarat dengan 

bentuk-bentuk manifestasi kemajuan, baik fisik dan non fisik. Bisakah keduanya 

bertemu, bagaimana relasi keduanya, menegasi atau mengafirmasi, jika 

jawabanya positif afirmatif, Relasi tasawuf dan peradaban bisa kita lacak dari 

relasi Islam dan peradaban. Ditinjau dari jenisnya penelitian ini termasuk dalam 

penelitian kualitatif. Dikatakan kualitatif karena penelitian ini lebih menekankan 

pada penyajian data-data yang ada secara deskriptif. Hasil penelitian ini 

memaparkan bahwa peran penting tasawuf kembali ditunggu untuk 

mengembalikan kejayaan peradaban Islam, khsususnya di Asia Tenggara, di 

tengah pandangan negatif sebagian kaum muslimin terhadap tasawauf.  tasawuf 

itu justru menjadi kemajuan Islam mampu masuk dari berbagai bidang 

diantranya, kesehatan, perdamaian, ekonomi, social, politik dan budaya. 
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