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The discourse on environmental crisis and ethics is very important to be 

studied more deeply. This is because the study never stops being just a 

concept and is always debated. The purpose of this paper is to understand 

Husein Nasr's ideas regarding the concept of environmental ethics in the 

frame of Islamic Sufism (ecosufism), the application of Nasr's thoughts, 

and the idea of an inclusive and sustainable philosophy of environmental 

ethics. The method used in this paper is a descriptive qualitative-based 

literature approach based on the theory of Husein Nasr's thoughts on 

Man, God, and Nature. The data is collected by collecting several texts that 

are on the topic discussed in the form of articles and books and analyzed 

using keyword analysis techniques, abstracts, and results or conclusions 

from similar sources. The results found 3 things: First, Husein Nasr offers 

teachings on the relationship between humans and nature (hablun min 

alam) in the form of ecosufime as a barrier to harmonious relationships 

between God, humans, and nature. Second, in the application, in the form 

of integration between reconception and human awareness as Khalifah fil 

ardhi to protect the earth. Finally, it is to reconceptualize the philosophy 

of environmental ethics which is inclusive and sustainable by involving 

stakeholders participating in the sovereignty of nature.  

Wacana mengenai krisis dan etika lingkungan sangat penting untuk dikaji lebih 

mendalam. Hal ini karena kajian tersebut tidak pernah berhenti hanya sekedar 

konsep belaka dan selalu diperdebatkan. Tujuan tulisan ini ingin memahami 

gagasan Husein Nasr mengenai konsep etika lingkungan dalam bingkai ajaran 

tasawuf Islam (ekosufisme), aplikasi penerapan pemikiran Nasr, hingga gagasan 

filsafat etika lingkungan yang inklusif dan berkelanjutan. Metode yang 

digunakan dalam tulisan ini adalah pendekatan literatur berbasis deskriptif 

kualitatif berlandaskan teori atas pemikiran Husein Nasr mengenai Manusia, 

Tuhan, dan Alam. Adapun pengumpulan data dengan cara mengumpulkan 

beberapa teks-teks yang sesuai dengan topik yang dibahas berupa artikel dan buku 

dan dianalisis dengan teknik analisis keyword, abstrak, dan hasil atau kesimpulan 

pada sumber yang serupa. Hasil yang ditemukan 3 hal: Pertama, Husein Nasr 

menawarkan ajaran hubungan antara manusia dengan alam hablun min alam 

berupa ekosufime sebagai penghantar hubungan harmoni antara Tuhan, 

manusia, dan alam. Kedua, secara aplikatif, berupa integrasi antara rekonsepsi 

dan kesadaran manusia sebagai khalifah fil ardhi untuk menjaga bumi. Terakhir 
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yaitu merekonsepsikan filsafat etika lingkungan yang bersifat inklusif dan 

berkelanjutan dengan melibatkan para stakeholder berpartisipasi untuk 

kedaulatan alam.     
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The idea of philosophy is an ethical philosophical thought that 

carries the concept of harmony between humans and nature. One of the 

figures known as a pioneer of the idea of philosophy is Husein Nasr, an 

Iranian Muslim philosopher and scholar. In his thinking, Nasr 

emphasized the importance of maintaining a balance between humans 

and nature and viewed nature as an entity that has the same values and 

dignity as humans. Husein Nasr viewed nature as a manifestation of 

God's power that must be maintained and respected. Nature is not just 
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a resource that can be utilized alone, but also has intrinsic value that 

must be maintained. Nasr emphasizes the importance of maintaining 

ecological balance and views humans as part of nature who must coexist 

with other creatures Nasr has long warned us about man's cavalier 

attitude towards nature. In his book entitled Man and Nature: The 

Spiritual Crisis of Modern Man (1968), he states that the ecological crisis 

has occurred due to human greed in treating nature. Furthermore, Nasr 

emphasized that the lifestyle of scientists has thoroughly reduced all 

reality to the physical domain and rejected the possibility of a non-

scientific worldview.31 

Husein Nasr also emphasized the importance of seeing nature as a 

whole and harmonious whole. Nature cannot be separated into separate 

parts, but must be viewed as an interrelated and interdependent system. 

In Nasr's view, humans must understand and appreciate the existence 

of every element of nature as part of a unified whole. Nasr also 

emphasized the importance of viewing nature as an entity that has 

spiritual value. Nature is not just a resource that can be utilized alone, 

but also has values that can inspire humans to achieve higher spiritual 

awareness. In Nasr's view, man must view nature as a sign of God's 

greatness that must be respected and guarded.32 

Husein Nasr also emphasized the importance of viewing humans as 

part of nature that must coexist with other creatures. Man cannot see 

himself as a master of nature who can do anything to his environment. 

Rather, man should see himself as a part of nature that must coexist with 

other creatures. Nature is a source of wisdom and discernment. Nature 

has values that can inspire humans to reach higher consciousness and 

understand its existence as part of a whole. In Nasr's view, man must 

view nature as a teacher who can give lessons in wisdom and 

discernment. Nature has a beauty that can inspire man to reach higher 

consciousness and understand his existence as part of a whole. In Nasr's 

view, man must view nature as a beautiful and majestic work of art that 

must be preserved and respected. The importance of viewing nature as 

a source of happiness and peace. Nature has values that can provide 
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32 Nendy Nasr, Maulaya Anggriani, Hasyimsyah Nasution, and Hotmatua 
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peace and happiness for humans. In Nasr's view, man must view nature 

as a source of happiness and peace that must be maintained and 

respected.33 

The next thing that needs to be understood more deeply is the 

concept of the relationship between God, nature, and humans. In the 

context of Sufism, the relationship between the three is generally 

accepted. More specifically, man has a position as God's representative 

or even a reflection of God Himself. Because man's task is to take care of 

and manage the earth which acts according to God's rules and is 

responsible for the actions taken. Sufism teaches virtue (ihsan) towards 

Allah and all creatures that Allah has created. To achieve moral 

creativity, man needs to reach the point of purity with courtesy to all 

things of God's creation. In addition, Sufism also teaches human values 

whose application dimension is skewed to community activities and the 

surrounding environment. According to Husein Nasr's ecology, God 

gave nature to people for them to take the best care of it.34 

The relationship between God, nature, and man is very close. Man 

needs God to seek his identity as an ethical creature of God, while God 

created man as a caliph on this earth. Nature also needs humans to be 

well cared for. To prevent environmental pollution, humans need to 

return to their spirituality.35 The lack of spiritual values in modern 

society hurts the environment. Therefore, it is important to raise the 

issue of ecosufism, a concept proposed by Sayyid Husein Nasr, through 

literature research and data analysis. This concept emphasizes the 

importance of restoring spiritual value in humans to prevent 

environmental crises. By maintaining harmony between man, God, and 

nature, it is hoped that the environmental crisis can be overcome.36 
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Chart 1. Husein Nasr Environmental Theology 
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Husein Nasr Environmental Theology 

God as the Center of the Cosmos; 

God's relationship with the universe is not 

limited only as the beginning of all things, but 

also the preserver and end of the universe, in 

the sense that everything will return toHim. So 

that humans as a bridge between heaven and 

earth, an instrument that becomes the 

embodiment and crystallization of God's Will 

on earth (khalifatullahfial-ard). 

Nature as Theophany; 

Nature in the eyes of the intellect is a way of 

seeing that does not place nature as a pattern of 

externalized and crude realities, but rather as a 

theater in which divine qualitiesare embodied. Like 

thousands of mirrors depicting beloved faces, 

like the theophany of a singular reality at the 

center of human personality itself. 
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The above explanation can be concluded that it is necessary to re-

conceptualize Husein Nasr's thinking on environmental ethics framed 

in ecosophy. Integrating Islamic teachings based on Sufism in managing 

nature as a form of hablun min alam, which means that humans are an 

integral and inseparable part of nature or the environment. Nature is a 

representation of God's existence and man's position as God's 

representative to preserve the environment (khalifa fil ardhi). Therefore, 

it should not be justified for man's arbitrary treatment of nature and the 

environment by exploiting nature arbitrarily. Sufism is a reality that 

teaches divine, human, and makhluqiyyah values. Thus, ecosophy or 

ecosufism conveys how to apply glory (morality) to God, others, and 

nature.  

Rooted in the crisis of identity and spirituality experienced by 

modern man, it is necessary to conceptualize or redefine the meaning 

and ultimate purpose of environmental ethics to create a harmonious 

relationship between humans and nature. In this way, Nasr sought to 

integrate modern science with the metaphysics of Ilhai's reality, thus 

viewing nature as a mirror of God's power. The main point is how 

natural science should be relevant to the sublime teachings of Islam until 

it crystallizes at the Divine roots. Furthermore, to initiate the 

inclusiveness of sustainable environmental ethics philosophy, by paying 

attention to several aspects that participate in maintaining ecology. Both 

from the individual, government, and utilizing technology that plays an 

important role at this time. Stakeholder contributions are urgently needed 

to initiate natural justice and natural balance that create harmony in life 
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